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House of Burgess: Still no justice 
for Tamir Rice 


Mistaken dispatcher suspended just 8 days 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Nov. 22, 2014, the adults around 12-year-old Tamir Rice failed him. 


On that warm Ohio afternoon, outside the Cuddell Recreation Center in 
Cleveland, an older man in the park called 911, reporting a black “guy with 
a pistol ... pointing it at everybody.” He said it was “probably fake, but ... 
it’s scaring the [expletive] out of me. ... Probably, a juvenile. ... I don’t know 


if it’s real.” 


This is how dispatcher Constance Hollinger relayed the message: “Black 
male ... keeps pulling a gun out of his pants and pointing it at people.” 
(Notice how she didn’t say the gun was “probably fake” and the subject was 


“probably a juvenile.”) 


As I wrote in my Jan. 6, 2016 column, “There’s no justice for Tamir Rice,” 


what happened next was nothing short of a tragedy. 


Rice had been playing with an airsoft gun without the orange safety tip. On 
a later-recovered surveillance tape, the police cruiser suddenly appears on 
screen, skidding on the grass. Before stopping feet away, Timothy 
Loehmann, 26, who had been with the CPD for eight months, swings the 
passenger door open. He had resigned (before he could be fired) from the 
Independence, Ohio police in December 2012. At the wheel was Frank 
Garmback, 46, who had been with the CPD since 2008. The city paid 
$100,000 to acquitted suspect Tamela Eaton, 39, in an excessive force 
lawsuit against Garmback in 2010. Car still rolling, Loehmann let off two 
shots point blank. Tamir drops, replica tucked in his waistline. Neither 
officer administers first aid, instead tackling and handcuffing Tamir’s 
nearby 14-year-old sister who tried to run to his side. Minutes later, nearby 


officers arrive and offer Tamir medical help. He died the next day. 


Dec. 28, 2015, Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Timothy McGinty announced a 
grand jury had declined to indict the officers. March 10, two officers were 


disciplined by Michael McGrath, director of public safety, and Calvin D. 


Williams, chief of police, for their roles in Rice’s death. Patrol Officer 
William Cunningham, who helped subdue Tamir’s sister, received two days 
of suspension because he didn’t receive clearance to work a second job at 
the Cuddle Recreation Center. Hollinger received just eight days of 
suspension for her mishandling of the call. The accompanying disciplinary 


letters will be held in their files for two years. 


In a statement released by her lawyer, Subodh Chandra, Tamir Rice’s 


mother, Samaria Rice, called these suspensions “unacceptable.” 


“Williams conducted a closed-door hearing on Feb. 22, 2017 to which 
Samaria Rice was not invited and in which she thus had no voice. ... ‘Fat 
chance of this absurd discipline deterring anyone from anything other than 
continued incompetence and indifference. That the dispatcher still has her 
job when a child is dead speaks volumes about accountability in Cleveland,’ 
stated Chandra. ‘If this is the best that that system can offer, then the 


system is broken.’” 


The officers at the center of the case may still face some consequences, but 


if these slaps on the wrists are any indication, I wouldn’t expect much. 


“Loehmann and his partner Garmback will soon have hearings with the 
city,” reported WEWS-TV’s Sarah Buduson on March 14. “They could be 


fired as a result of the charges they are facing.” 


The Rice family has received compensation, just not an acknowledgment of 


blame. 


“The city of Cleveland reached a $6 million settlement in a lawsuit over the 
death,” reported The Associated Press’ Mark Gillispie on April 25, 2016. “An 
order filed in U.S. District Court in Cleveland said the city will pay out $3 
million this year and $3 million the next. There was no admission of 


wrongdoing in the settlement.” 


The officers on scene won’t face charges. The city has refused to accept 
responsibility. The dispatcher who relayed misinformation isn’t even going 
to miss a full paycheck. The officer who tackled Tamir’s grieving sister is 
only going to be missing two days, and that’s just because he didn’t tell 


them about his second job. There’s still no justice for Tamir Rice. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


